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Happy Holidays 

  
 
 
 
 

New Judges Take Office In 2007  
 
 
Three newly elected District Court 
Judges spent the day with Justice John 
Warner and several District Court judges 
learning what to expect when they take 
office.  
 
Justice Warner along with Judge Randal 
Spaulding and Judge Dorothy McCarter 
led the three new judges through a 
number of discussions.  The topics 
ranged from the mundane – submitting 
travel expenses – to more complex 
judicial ethics matters. The new judges’ 
workshop was a project spearheaded by 
the Montana Judges’ Association.   
 
The new judges taking office in January 
are: 
 
Brad Newman, 2nd Judicial District  
Judge-elect Newman has been deputy 
county attorney in Butte-Silver Bow 
since 1987 and has been chief deputy 
since 1988.  He has a double major in 
journalism and history and political 
science from the University of Montana-
Missoula, 1981 and graduated from  

 
Newly elected judges from l-r are Brad 
Newman, Ray Dayton and Laurie 
McKinnon.  
 
University of Montana School of Law, 
first in his class, 1984. He served in the 
Montana House of Representatives in 
2001 and 2003.  
 
Ray Dayton, 3rd Judicial District   
Judge-elect Dayton graduated with a 
bachelor of science degree with high 
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honors, Montana State University, in 
1978 and received his J.D. with honors 
from the University of Montana Law 
School in 1982. He has worked in his 
own private practice in Anaconda and 
prior to that served as a federal law 
clerk.  Mr. Dayton also served on the 
Anaconda School Board from 2000-
2003.  
 
Laurie McKinnon, 9th Judicial District 
Judge-elect McKinnon earned her law 
degree from the University of Baltimore 
(Md.) School of Law in 1986. She 

operated a private practice and has 
worked as a Teton County deputy county 
attorney, handling both criminal and 
civil cases for the county.  She has 
worked as an assistant state's attorney 
for the city of Baltimore, prosecuting 
juvenile and adult defendants and also 
for the Maryland State Public 
Defender’s Office.  
 
  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Best wishes to three long-time District Court 
Judges leaving the bench at the end of 
December. They take with them more than 42 
years of combined experience.  They are: 
 
Hon. John Whelan, 2nd Judicial District 
Hon. Ted Mizner, 3rd Judicial District 
Hon. Marc Buyske, 9th Judicial District 

 
 

Legislative Session Around the Corner 
Submitted by Supreme Court Administrator Lois Menzies 

 
The 60th Montana Legislature will 
convene at noon on Wednesday, January 
4, 2007.  With over 2,000 bills already 
requested, it promises to be another busy 
session. 
 
The Judicial Branch will present to the 
Legislature a proposed budget of 
approximately $74 million for the 2009 
biennium.  About 70% of the total 
funding is for District Court operations.  
Some of the Branch’s budget proposals 
include: 
 

• Information technology projects 
($3.9 million for biennium) – 
Provides funding for case 
management improvements 
(FullCourt installment in the 
District Courts, statewide license 

for FullCourt, jury management, 
and document management, and 
electronic case filing pilot 
project) and courtroom 
technology improvements 
(upgrade for court recording 
equipment, funding for Judicial 
Video Network, sound system 
improvements, and digital 
evidence display systems). 

 
• District Court safety and 

security proposal ($300,000 for 
biennium) -- Provides grants to 
counties to purchase courtroom 
security equipment (e.g., closed 
circuit cameras, metal 
detectors).  As a condition of 
receiving the grants, counties 
will be required to establish joint 
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security committees and adopt 
security standards.  

 
• Judicial support and youth 

probation staff ($325,478 for 
biennium) -- Provides 3.95 FTE 
for the District Courts, including 
0.95 FTE for two judicial 
districts that lack the minimum 
level of support staff to perform 
essential administrative tasks 
and 3.0 FTE for two judicial 
districts to support community-
based juvenile supervision 
programs. 

 
• Pay equity adjustments 

($1,560,000 for biennium) – 
Provides funding to address 
internal pay disparities with the 
Judicial Branch and external pay 
inequities with Executive 
Branch agencies to alleviate 
recruitment and retention 
problems. 

 
• Court-Appointed Special 

Advocate (CASA) funding 
stabilization ($371,200 for 
biennium) – Provides money to 
stabilize funding for local CASA 
programs by funding a portion 
of the local program directors’ 
salaries.  Also provides money 
for establishing new local 
programs and meeting 
unanticipated expenses incurred 
by existing programs. 

 
• Appellate mediator and part-

time support staff ($233,283 for 
biennium) – Provides funding 
for a full-time appellate 
mediator, half-time 
administrative support position, 
and necessary operating funds to 

improve the mediation success 
rate for selected cases filed with 
the Supreme Court, thereby 
helping to reduce the Court’s 
workload. 

 
• Pro se law clerk ($110,513 for 

biennium) – Provides funding 
for a full-time pro se law clerk 
and necessary operating 
expenses to assist the Supreme 
Court in processing filings from 
self-represented parties. 

 
• IT software maintenance 

($521,446 for biennium) – 
Provides funding for 
maintenance for the case 
management systems used in the 
Courts of Limited Jurisdiction 
and District Courts (FullCourt) 
and for the case management 
system used by the Supreme 
Court (C-Track). 

 
• Costs associated with court-

ordered psychological 
examinations ($400,000 for 
biennium) --  Provides funding 
for room and board, 
transportation, medicine, and 
other medical costs associated 
with court-ordered examinations 
of criminal defendants.  (These 
costs were previously paid by 
the counties.)  

 
• Judicial education ($70,000 for 

biennium) – Provides additional 
funding for judicial education 
for Supreme Court justices and 
District Court, Courts of Limited 
Jurisdiction judges and staff. 
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The Judicial Branch is also seeking a 
$2.5 million general fund supplemental 
appropriation for fiscal year 2007 to 
replace funds that were moved from 
fiscal year 2007 to fiscal year 2006 to 
cover District Court variable costs, 
primarily indigent defense expenses.  
 
In regards to legislation, the Supreme 
Court has requested a bill (HB 18) to 
repeal a statute that requires a judge 
from a multi-county judicial district who 
travels to a county in his or her district 
other than the county in which the judge 
resides to file travel expense vouchers on 
the first of the month or within 3 days 
thereafter.  Repeal of this statute would 
mean that these judges would be 
required to submit their vouchers with 3 
months after incurring the expenses. 
 
In addition, the Supreme Court has 
joined the Department of Corrections in 
requesting a bill to revise the Juvenile 
Delinquency Intervention Act.  Under 
this proposal, the responsibility for 

administering unexpended JDIP funds 
(a.k.a. PIF money) shifts from the 
Department of Corrections and the Cost 
Containment Review Panel to the 
Judicial Branch.      
 
Also, the Office of Court Administrator 
and Office of State Public Defender have 
assisted the Department of Public Health 
and Human Services (DPHHS) in 
drafting legislation to eliminate the 
offices’ obligation to pay the DPHHS for 
costs of psychological examinations and 
associated expenses and unfit to proceed 
commitments at DPHHS facilities.  
 
If you’d like more information about the 
Branch’s budget or legislation, please 
contact Lois Menzies at (406) 841-2957 
or lmenzies@mt.gov.  
 

 
 

 
 

The Second Children’s Summit – 
Coming Soon 

 
Building on the success of the 2006 

Children’s Summit, the 2007 Summit is 
tentatively planned for August 22-23, 

2007. The theme, submitted by  
Judge David Rice is:  

“Dear Kids, We’re Getting There”. 
 

More information about 
the 2007 summit and 
progress made as a 
result of the 2006 

summit will be printed 
in future newsletters.  
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State Law Library Website 
Gets a Twenty-First Century 

Makeover 
 

By Tammy A. Hinderman 
Reference Librarian 

 
At the beginning of October, the State 
Law Library and the Judicial Branch’s 
Information Technology division of the 
Court Administrator’s Office quietly re-
launched the Law Library’s Supreme 
Court Opinions and Briefs database with 
a brand new basic search screen.  You 
can access the database directly at 
www.searchcourts.mt.gov, or you can 
use the Cases or Opinions buttons at the 
top of our homepage, 
www.lawlibrary.mt.gov. 
 
The database includes the following 
documents: 

• Opinions issued by the Montana 
Supreme Court  

• Selected Orders of the Montana 
Supreme Court (including Orders 
affecting the rules of practice and 
procedure)  

• Special Writs issued by the 
Montana Supreme Court  

• Briefs filed by the parties in the 
above cases and recently filed 
briefs  

 
The database no longer includes any 
exhibits or appendices to the briefs.  
Also excluded are any orders denying 
special writs and the briefs in those 
cases. 
 
Currently, the Montana Supreme Court 
Cases database can be searched in three 
ways:  
 

• Supreme Court Case Number 
Search  

• All Cases Decided within the 
Past 30 Days  

• Full Text/Document Contains 
Search  

  
We are currently working on an 
advanced search page, which will enable 
you to search by any combination of the 
following characteristics of a case: 
 

• Combination of 3 words or 
phrases, using AND or OR to 
connect them 

• Supreme Court Docket Number 
• Vendor neutral citation format 

(MT citation format) 
• Party Name (1 or 2 parties) 
• Attorney Name (1 or 2 attorneys) 
• Trial Court Docket Number 
• Trial Court Judge 
• Author of Majority Opinion  
• Case Type (e.g., Direct Appeal – 

Civil; Direct Appeal – Criminal; 
Professional Regulation – 
Attorney, etc.)  

• Document Type (e.g., 
Opinion/Order, Appellant Brief, 
Respondent Brief, Amicus Brief, 
etc.) 

• Issues (provided by the attorneys 
pursuant to Supreme Court Order 
– only applicable to cases filed 
on 1/1/06 and after) 

• Advanced Date Searching (i.e., 
from ___ to ___) 

 
In addition, the Law Library has 
launched a Newsfeed, available at 
www.mtlawlibrary.wordpress.com.  
Most of our posts will consist of notices 
of new Montana Supreme Court 
opinions and recently filed briefs in the 
Montana Supreme Court.  Each opinion 
post will include a link to the actual 
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opinion in the case -- just click on the 
docket number to read the opinion.  To 
help you find cases on particular 
subjects, all published opinions will be 
subject-indexed by reference staff, using 
the categories listed at the left-hand side 
of the Newsfeed.  These “tags” provide a 
handy way to quickly get a feel for what 
a case is about without having to read 
the entire opinion.  In addition, they 
allow you to see all of the cases that 
have been decided since May 2006 
which address a particular subject by 
simply clicking on one of the categories 
on the left-hand side of the page.  We 
will also use this forum to highlight new 
and interesting books and other materials 
found in the library; to provide legal 
research tips and tricks; and to announce 
important legal events in the Montana 
Supreme Court and the State Law 
Library.  
 

You can access the Newsfeed directly at 
www.mtlawlibrary.wordpress.com.  You 
can also read the seven most recent feed 
posts at the bottom of our homepage, 
www.lawlibrary.mt.gov, and then access 
the posts themselves by clicking on any 
of the links found there.  In addition, you 
can subscribe to receive emails that 
contain new posts by clicking on the 
envelope icon on the right-hand side of 
the Newsfeed page, 
www.mtlawlibrary.wordpress.com.   
Alternatively, you can subscribe to 
receive updates about the Newsfeed via 
a newsreader using the “rss feed” 
buttons on our homepage.   
 
If you have any questions about the 
Newsfeed or the new cases search page, 
please contact me at 406-444-3636 or 
mtlawlibrary@mt.gov.  We hope you 
enjoy these new features! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 

   
 
 

 
 

  
 
 

 

Supreme Court Law Clerk Dies 
 
Paul Raftery, a law clerk for Justice John 
Warner died in Helena on December 15, 2006.  
 
Our sympathies and thoughts go out to Paul’s 
family and the Supreme Court. 
 
A full obituary is available at: Helena 
Independent Record - Obit
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Welcome New Employees 
Tim Kosena 
IT Specialist 
 
Mary Burns 
1st District Office Asst  
 
Tanya Murgel 
1st District JPO 
 
Lisa Scalpcane 
13th District Office Asst 
 
Cory Harman 
13th District Law Clerk  
 
Nancy Jovin 
21st District JPO  

 
Congratulations to retiring employees 
Karen Bowers (15 years with the 1st 
Judicial District) and Joy Mariska (16 
years with the 13th Judicial District). 
 
Also, congratulations to Dave Ward, the 
new chief probation officer in the 13th  
Judicial District.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Payroll Reminder 
 
State holidays fall on Monday, December 25, 
2006 and Monday, January 1, 2007.  The pay 
periods are shortened to accommodate the 
holidays.  
 
Please make sure to complete and approve 
timesheets no later than noon on Friday, 
December 22, 2006. 
 
For those of you taking time off, please 
complete your timesheet for the pay period 
before leaving on vacation.   
 
W-2s will be sent out the last week of January. 
Please make sure your home address is 
updated either by making the update on the 
MINE page or e-mailing any changes to Shelly 
Grandy at shgrandy@mt.gov. 
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Fiscal and Administrative Reminders 
 

New Templates for 
Contracts 

Three new templates for 
contracts that should cover 
most of the types of 
contracts that Chief 
Probation officers and 
Judges may need to issue 
for juvenile services were 
e-mailed to Chiefs earlier 
this month.  Please use 
these new templates, as 
they will be the only ones 
accepted for signature by 
the Court Administrator.  
Please destroy your old 
templates.  
 
Please do not change any 
of the insurance 
requirements or the 
amounts required without 
prior approval.  Copies of 
the insurance policies and 
workers compensation 
documents must be 
attached to each contract. 
The contract will not be 
forwarded for signature 
until the required 
documents are received. 
 
The templates were 
discussed at the last Chief 

Probation Officer 
meeting; if you have 
concerns about insurance 
and the dollar amount 
requirements or other 
contract questions, please 
contact Kindra 
(kelgen2@mt.gov, 406- 
444-1403). 
 
 
Accounts Payable 
Reminder 
Please mail all your 
approved 
invoices/bills into 
Accounting on at 
least a weekly basis 
(PO Box 203002, 
Helena 59620-3002). 
As it is nearing the 
end of the calendar 
year, we need to pay 
everything by 
12/28/06 that is 
taxable for 2006. If 
you have any 
questions, contact 
Lindy Proue at 406-
444-0882, or e-mail 
lproue@mt.gov. 
 
 

Change in duties in 
Financial Services 
We have made some 
slight changes in 
Financial Services; 
Aimee Floerchinger 
(afloerchinger@mt.g
ov, 406-444-2672) 
will now be the main 
contact for operating 
budget/spending 
issues for all Judicial 
Districts 1-22.  She 
will also be the main 
contact for restitution 
and fines and fees 
accounts in the 
probation offices.  
Cathy Pennie 
(cpennie@mt.gov, 
402-444-1810) had 
previously been the 
contact for Judicial 
Districts 13-22, she 
will now be handling 
legislative matters, 
grants and special 
projects.   
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 The Judicial Branch newsletter is 

published 6 times per year. Comments 
can be directed to: 
bmclaughlin@mt.gov 
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